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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding Claims 1-28, the use of the phrase "adapted to" does not clearly or 
positively recite the structure necessary to perform the corresponding recited functions. 
This is especially true of Claims 24 and 25. Correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described In a printed 
publication In this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an intematlonal application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only If the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4,8,9 are rejected (to the extent understood) under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being fully met by Duncan (USP 4524667). 

Duncan discloses an electromagnetic pickup (Fig. 5) which comprises a bobbin- 



shaped support structure subassembly having a flanged top 54, a base 68, and a core 
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(not numbered) between the flanged top and base; and wherein the base is adapted to 
allow a pole piece 86 to be positioned within the core and a magnet 76 to be positioned 
inside the base in contact with the pole piece. 

Claims 10,11,13-17 are rejected (to the extent understood) under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being fully met by Chobanian et al (USP 4348930). 

Chobanian et al discloses a transducer for sensing string vibrational movement in 
two mutually perpendicular planes (Fig. 3) which comprises a magnetic assembly 
having only two magnetic pole pieces 32,34 and adapted to generate two magnetic 
fields; a coil assembly 40 positioned within the magnetic fields and adapted to generate 
two signals when the magnetic fields are varied by a guitar string vibrating in the 
magnetic fields; a support structure 70 adapted to provide support for the coil and 
magnetic assemblies; and wherein the two signals generated by the coil assembly can 
be combined together in a predetermined manner to generate an x-plane signal 
representative of vibrations of the guitar string in a first plane a predetermined distance 
from and parallel to an upper surface defined on the support structure and a y-plane 
signal representative of vibrations of the guitar string in a second plane a predetermined 
distance from the magnetic pole pieces and perpendicular to the upper surface of the 
support structure (see Col. 4 line 20 - Col. 5 line 17). 
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Claims 23-28 are rejected (to the extent understood) under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being fully met by Kinman (USP 7022909, originally filed 7/19/2001). 

Kinman discloses a noise-sensing bobbin coil assembly (Fig. 3) comprising an 
electromagnetic array of individual audio transducers 51 ,53 adapted to be mounted on a 
guitar, each transducer adapted to generate two analog string signals having opposite 
polarities for a single guitar string vibrating a predetermined distance from the audio 
transducer; and the array further including a noise transducer 51 adapted to generate 
an analog noise signal representative of noise in the analog string signal pairs. See 
especially Col. 3 lines 19-25. 

Claims 23-28 are rejected (to the extent understood) under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being fully met by Belter (USP 5525750). 

Belter discloses a humbucking pickup for an electric guitar which comprises an 
electromagnetic anray of individual audio transducers 70, 130, 140 adapted to be 
mounted on a guitar, each transducer adapted to generate two analog string signals 
having opposite polarities (Fig. 8) for a single guitar string vibrating a predetermined 
distance from the audio transducer; and the array further including a noise transducer 
(Fig. 4) adapted to generate an analog noise signal representative of noise in the 
analog string signal pairs. 

Claims 18-22 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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Claims 5-7,12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Isvan, Altilio, McClish, Kinman '966, Blucher et al, Tumura. Lace, 
Lace, Jr., and Tumura are further cited to show related teachings in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Donels whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2061 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext 37. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-91 97 (toll-free). j. 




Jeffrey Donels 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 



